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May 29, 2020 

Beloved in Christ, 

Greetings and blessings to you and your families as we bring our celebration of 
Pascha to a close and begin celebrating the feast of the Ascension!  

As we witness the phased reopening taking place throughout our land, my brother 
hierarchs and I have continued to work together to return our faithful to the liturgical 
and sacramental life of the Church in a safe and responsible way. We also participated 
in the effort of the Assembly of Bishops to petition governors placing on undue 
burden on the free exercise of religion in their states. We were pleased to see the stand 
taken by President Trump and the recent announcements from the governors of New 
York and California. 

We would like to reaffirm the previous set of directives with some additional points 
and options: 
 

 Effectively immediately, all churches within the United States may adopt the 
previous policy of ten members of the faithful in addition to the clergy, 
chanters, and servers. (No choirs yet.) 
 

 A priest may begin to serve with one deacon. 
 
 The local bishops may approve petitions by local parishes to increase the 

numbers of faithful through their participation outdoors with social distancing. 
Services such as Vespers, Paraklesis, and Orthros may be celebrated outdoors.  

 
 To increase the number of communicants at Liturgy, the local bishops may 

approve plans allowing faithful to congregate during the service outside with 
social distancing or in their cars. The Chalice may be offered to them in the 
Narthex so as to not upset the number of people in the church.  
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 The local bishops may begin approving petitions for increasing the number of 
faithful beginning the weekend of Pentecost to a maximum of 33% – if allowed 
by local authorities and conditions being met. The local bishops and parish 
councils must ensure that the capacity does not exceed the space needed to 
allow for social distancing and an empty pew between the faithful.  
 

 All our previous directives regarding safety precautions and all guidelines from 
local authorities must be adhered to strictly with the exception of guidelines 
pertaining to any change in our traditional method of distributing Holy 
Communion.   

 
Beloved Clergy, please note that the last few weeks have seen increasing amounts of 
bitterness and animosity tearing at the fringes of the wider society. Our people need 
the healing presence of Christ, and we ask you to preach love and mercy, peace and 
reconciliation. The bishops and I have been working diligently to make informed and 
reasonable decisions, and we ask you to help our faithful in patiently working with us 
towards our shared telos of a fully restored liturgical life. Let us increase our prayers 
that Lord will hasten that day! 

With prayerful best wishes for a glorious feast of Ascension, I remain, 

Your Father in Christ, 

 
+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 
 
cc. Our Hierarchs 


